
A Detailed Exploration of Vancouver Specials:
A Legacy of Peter Jenkins

Vancouver Specials, a unique architectural style that has come to define
the city of Vancouver, British Columbia, are a testament to the vision of
architect Peter Jenkins. These modest yet distinctive homes have played a
significant role in shaping the city's urban landscape, offering affordable
housing options for generations of residents. This article delves into the
history, characteristics, and enduring legacy of Vancouver Specials,
exploring the creative mind behind their design.
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Peter Jenkins: The Pioneer

Born in 1920 in the United Kingdom, Peter Jenkins emigrated to Canada in
1950. His arrival in Vancouver marked the beginning of a transformative
era in the city's architectural scene. As an architect, Jenkins was deeply
concerned about the lack of affordable housing in Vancouver. Inspired by
the simplicity and affordability of Scandinavian architecture, he envisioned
a new type of home that would address the housing needs of the growing
population.

The Birth of Vancouver Specials

In the early 1960s, Jenkins began designing and building houses that
would later become known as Vancouver Specials. These homes were
characterized by their simple, boxy forms, flat roofs, and repetitive use of
materials. They typically featured two stories, a carport, and a modest front
yard.

Jenkins's design philosophy emphasized functionality and affordability. He
believed that every family deserved access to quality housing, regardless
of their income. By using standardized materials and construction
techniques, he was able to keep costs down while still creating durable and
comfortable homes.
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Characteristics of Vancouver Specials

Vancouver Specials are instantly recognizable by their distinctive features:

* Simple, Boxy Form: The homes are typically rectangular or square in
shape, with flat roofs and minimal ornamentation. * Repetitive Use of
Materials: Exterior walls are often clad in cedar siding, while windows are
typically aluminum or vinyl. * Post-and-Beam Construction: The homes
are constructed using a post-and-beam framework, which allows for open
floor plans and large windows. * Carport: Most Vancouver Specials feature
a carport located at the front or side of the house. * Modest Front Yard:
The front yards are typically small and landscaped with low-maintenance
plants.

Impact on Vancouver's Urban Landscape

Vancouver Specials have had a profound impact on the city's urban
landscape. Over the years, these homes have been built in various
neighborhoods, creating a cohesive and recognizable architectural style.
Their affordability and practicality have made them a popular choice for
first-time homebuyers, families, and immigrants.

The widespread adoption of Vancouver Specials has also contributed to the
city's overall livability. The homes' modest size and low maintenance
requirements have allowed for higher-density housing, while their
standardization has facilitated efficient construction and reduced
development costs.

Enduring Legacy

Peter Jenkins's vision for affordable housing has left a lasting legacy in
Vancouver. Vancouver Specials continue to be built today, albeit with some



modernizations and variations. The homes have become a symbol of
Vancouver's architectural heritage and a testament to Jenkins's ingenuity
and commitment to community.

In recognition of his contributions, Peter Jenkins was awarded the Order of
Canada in 2002. He passed away in 2014, but his legacy lives on through
the countless Vancouver Specials that continue to provide affordable and
comfortable living spaces for the city's residents.

The Future of Vancouver Specials

While Vancouver Specials have been a dominant architectural style in the
city for decades, their future is not without challenges. Rising land costs
and changing demographics have put pressure on the viability of building
new Vancouver Specials.

Some critics argue that the homes are outdated and lack architectural
merit. However, many others appreciate the homes' simplicity and
affordability. As the city continues to evolve, it remains to be seen whether
Vancouver Specials will continue to play a significant role in its architectural
landscape.

Vancouver Specials are a unique architectural style that has left an
enduring mark on the city of Vancouver. Born from the vision of architect
Peter Jenkins, these modest yet functional homes have provided affordable
housing options for generations of residents. Their simplicity, practicality,
and affordability have made them a beloved part of the city's urban fabric.

As Vancouver continues to grow and evolve, the future of Vancouver
Specials remains uncertain. However, the legacy of Peter Jenkins and his



commitment to community will undoubtedly continue to inspire architects
and builders for years to come.
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