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Iraq, a land steeped in ancient history and cultural heritage, is also home to
a remarkable diversity of avian life. From majestic eagles that patrol the
skies above ancient ruins to vibrant songbirds that fill the marshes with
their melodious songs, Iraq's birdlife is a testament to the country's rich
natural heritage.

A Tapestry of Avian Diversity

The avifauna of Iraq umfasst a wide range of species, reflecting the
country's diverse geography and habitats. The Tigris and Euphrates rivers,
which flow through the heart of Iraq, support a rich array of aquatic birds,
including pelicans, herons, and egrets. The vast marshes of southern Iraq,
known as the Mesopotamian Marshes, are a haven for waterbirds, such as
spoonbills, ibises, and glossy ibises.
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The arid plains and steppes of western Iraq are home to a variety of desert
birds, including vultures, eagles, and falcons. The mountainous regions of
northern Iraq provide habitat for a range of upland species, such as
choughs, ravens, and rock buntings.

Birds of Prey

Iraq is home to a number of impressive birds of prey, including the majestic
golden eagle. This powerful raptor can be seen soaring over the mountains
and plains of Iraq, its keen eyesight scanning the ground below for prey.

Other birds of prey found in Iraq include the steppe eagle, the lesser
spotted eagle, and the Bonelli's eagle. These eagles are all skilled hunters,
preying on a variety of small mammals, reptiles, and birds.

Vultures are also common in Iraq, and play an important role in the
ecosystem by scavenging on carcasses. The Egyptian vulture is the most
widespread vulture species in Iraq, and can be seen soaring over the
desert and steppe regions.

Waterbirds

The Tigris and Euphrates rivers, as well as the Mesopotamian Marshes,
are home to a rich diversity of waterbirds. These birds include pelicans,
herons, egrets, spoonbills, ibises, and glossy ibises.

Pelicans are large, long-necked birds with huge bills and wingspans of up
to 10 feet. They are often seen fishing in the rivers and marshes of Iraq.

Herons and egrets are also common waterbirds in Iraq. These long-legged
birds have long necks and sharp beaks, and they are often seen wading in



the shallows, searching for fish and other aquatic prey.

Spoonbills are unique-looking birds with long, spoon-shaped beaks. They
are often seen feeding in shallow water, using their beaks to sweep up
small crustaceans and other aquatic invertebrates.

Ibises are long-legged birds with long, curved beaks. They are often seen
feeding in flocks, probing the mud and shallow water for food.

Songbirds

Iraq is also home to a variety of songbirds, which fill the air with their
melodious songs. These birds include larks, warblers, buntings, and
finches.

Larks are small, ground-dwelling birds with long, tapering wings. They are
often seen singing from the tops of bushes and other low vegetation.

Warblers are small, insectivorous birds with bright plumage. They are often
seen flitting through the trees and bushes, searching for insects to eat.

Buntings are small, seed-eating birds with short, stout beaks. They are
often seen feeding on the ground, or perched in trees and bushes.

Finches are small, seed-eating birds with short, conical beaks. They are
often seen in flocks, feeding on the seeds of grasses and other plants.

Conservation

The avifauna of Iraq faces a number of threats, including habitat loss,
pollution, and hunting. Habitat loss is a major threat to birds in Iraq, as the



country's natural habitats are being converted to agriculture, development,
and other uses.

Pollution is also a threat to birds in Iraq, as the country's rivers and
marshes are polluted by agricultural runoff, industrial waste, and sewage.

Hunting is another threat to birds in Iraq, as many birds are hunted for food
or sport. The illegal hunting of birds is a particular problem in Iraq, as it is
often carried out using unsustainable methods, such as trapping and
snaring.

Conservation efforts are needed to protect the birds of Iraq. These efforts
should include the protection of important bird habitats, the reduction of
pollution, and the regulation of hunting.

The avifauna of Iraq is a rich and diverse tapestry of avian life. From
majestic eagles soaring over the mountains to melodious songbirds filling
the marshes with their songs, Iraq's birds are a testament to the country's
rich natural heritage.

However, the birds of Iraq face a number of threats, including habitat loss,
pollution, and hunting. Conservation efforts are needed to protect these
birds and ensure their survival for future generations.

Additional Resources

BirdLife International: Iraq

Iraq Birds

IUCN Red List
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