
Lizzie Borden: The True Story Behind the
Novel Historical Murder Thriller
On August 4, 1892, in the small town of Fall River, Massachusetts, Lizzie
Borden was accused of murdering her father and stepmother with an axe.
The case quickly became a national sensation, and Lizzie was tried and
acquitted of the crime. However, the question of her guilt or innocence has
never been fully resolved.
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Lizzie Borden was born in 1860 to Andrew and Sarah Borden. She had an
older sister, Emma, and a younger brother, William. The Bordens were a
wealthy family, and they lived in a large house on Second Street in Fall
River.

Andrew Borden was a successful businessman, and he had made a
fortune in the textile industry. Sarah Borden was a devout Christian, and
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she was active in the local church. Lizzie and Emma were both educated at
private schools, and they were considered to be well-bred young ladies.

In the years leading up to the murders, the Borden family had been
experiencing some financial difficulties. Andrew Borden had lost a
significant amount of money in a failed business venture, and he was
struggling to keep up with his mortgage payments. Sarah Borden was also
in poor health, and she was suffering from a variety of ailments.

On the morning of August 4, 1892, Andrew and Sarah Borden were found
dead in their home. They had been brutally murdered with an axe, and their
bodies were found in separate rooms.

Lizzie Borden was immediately suspected of the crime. She was the only
person who was known to have been in the house at the time of the
murders, and she had no alibi. Lizzie was arrested and charged with the
murders, and she was held in jail for over a year.

The trial of Lizzie Borden began in June 1893. The prosecution presented a
strong case against her. They introduced evidence that she had purchased
an axe shortly before the murders, and they also presented testimony from
witnesses who claimed to have seen her cleaning a bloody axe on the day
of the murders.

However, Lizzie's defense team was able to cast doubt on some of the
prosecution's evidence. They also presented witnesses who testified that
Lizzie was a kind and gentle person who would never have been capable
of murder.



After a two-month trial, the jury found Lizzie Borden not guilty of the
murders. The verdict was a shock to many people, and it has been debated
ever since.

There are many theories about why Lizzie Borden was acquitted of the
murders. Some people believe that the jury was biased in her favor
because she was a woman. Others believe that the prosecution did not
have enough evidence to convict her. Still others believe that Lizzie was
actually innocent of the crime.

The Lizzie Borden case is one of the most famous unsolved mysteries in
American history. It has been the subject of numerous books, articles, and
films. The case continues to fascinate people today, and it is likely that the
question of Lizzie's guilt or innocence will never be fully resolved.

The Lizzie Borden Novels

The Lizzie Borden case has been the inspiration for many works of fiction.
The most famous of these is the 1984 novel "The Borden Murders" by Sara
Paretsky. This novel tells the story of the murders from Lizzie's point of
view, and it explores the psychological factors that may have led her to
commit the crime.

Other novels that have been inspired by the Lizzie Borden case include
"Lizzie" by Megan Abbott (2008),"The Lovely Bones" by Alice Sebold
(2002),and "The Girl in the Attic" by Kate Alcott (2014).

The Lizzie Borden novels offer a variety of perspectives on the case. Some
novels focus on the historical facts of the case, while others take a more



speculative approach. Some novels portray Lizzie as a cold-blooded killer,
while others portray her as a victim of circumstance.

The Lizzie Borden novels are a fascinating way to learn more about the
case and to explore the different theories about what happened on that
fateful day in August 1892.

The Cultural Impact of the Lizzie Borden Case

The Lizzie Borden case has had a profound impact on American culture.
The case has been the subject of numerous books, articles, and films. It
has also been the inspiration for songs, plays, and operas.

The Lizzie Borden case has also had a lasting impact on the way that we
view women in society. The case has been used to argue that women are
capable of great violence, and it has also been used to argue that women
are often victims of violence.

The Lizzie Borden case is a complex and fascinating story. It is a story that
has captured the imagination of people for over a century. The case
continues to be debated today, and it is likely that the question of Lizzie's
guilt or innocence will never be fully resolved.
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