
Red at the Bone: A Journey Through Race and
Family in a Fractured America
Jacqueline Woodson's Red at the Bone is a powerful and moving novel
about race and family in America. The story follows two families over
several decades, and explores the ways in which race and class shape
their lives.
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The novel begins in 1931, with the birth of Iris. Iris is the daughter of a
black mother and a white father, and her birth is a source of great shame
for her family. Iris is raised by her grandmother, who teaches her to be
proud of her black heritage. However, Iris always feels like an outsider, and
she struggles to find her place in the world.

The novel then jumps to 1972, and we meet Melody. Melody is the
daughter of Iris and a black man named Jake. Melody is raised by her
mother and her grandmother, and she is taught to be proud of her black
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heritage. However, Melody also struggles to find her place in the world, and
she often feels like an outsider.

Red at the Bone is a beautifully written and deeply moving novel.
Woodson's characters are complex and well-developed, and the story is
both heartbreaking and hopeful. The novel is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand the complexities of race in America.

Themes

Red at the Bone explores a number of important themes, including:

Race: The novel is set against the backdrop of the civil rights
movement, and it explores the ways in which race shapes the lives of
the characters. Iris and Melody are both black women, but they have
very different experiences of race. Iris is raised by her grandmother,
who teaches her to be proud of her black heritage. However, Iris
always feels like an outsider, and she struggles to find her place in the
world. Melody is raised by her mother and her grandmother, and she is
also taught to be proud of her black heritage. However, Melody also
struggles to find her place in the world, and she often feels like an
outsider.

Family: The novel also explores the importance of family. Iris and
Melody are both raised by strong and loving women, but they also
experience the pain of loss and separation. Iris's father leaves her
family when she is young, and Melody's father is killed in a car
accident when she is a teenager. These losses shape Iris and
Melody's lives, and they make them both appreciate the importance of
family.



Identity: The novel also explores the theme of identity. Iris and Melody
are both searching for their place in the world. They are both black
women, but they have very different experiences of race and class. Iris
is raised by her grandmother, who teaches her to be proud of her black
heritage. However, Iris always feels like an outsider, and she struggles
to find her place in the world. Melody is raised by her mother and her
grandmother, and she is also taught to be proud of her black heritage.
However, Melody also struggles to find her place in the world, and she
often feels like an outsider.

Characters

Red at the Bone features a cast of complex and well-developed characters.
The main characters are:

Iris: Iris is the daughter of a black mother and a white father. She is
raised by her grandmother, who teaches her to be proud of her black
heritage. However, Iris always feels like an outsider, and she struggles
to find her place in the world.

Melody: Melody is the daughter of Iris and a black man named Jake.
She is raised by her mother and her grandmother, and she is also
taught to be proud of her black heritage. However, Melody also
struggles to find her place in the world, and she often feels like an
outsider.

Jake: Jake is Melody's father. He is a black man who is struggling to
find his place in the world. He is often angry and frustrated, and he
sometimes takes his anger out on Melody.

Paulette: Paulette is Iris's grandmother. She is a strong and loving
woman who teaches Iris to be proud of her black heritage. However,



Paulette is also a product of her time, and she sometimes holds racist
views.

Sabe: Sabe is Melody's grandmother. She is a kind and gentle woman
who loves Melody very much. Sabe is also a strong believer in the
power of education, and she encourages Melody to pursue her
dreams.

Setting

Red at the Bone is set in a number of different locations, including New
York City, Philadelphia, and South Carolina. The novel spans several
decades, from the 1930s to the 1970s. The setting of the novel is important
because it helps to shape the characters' experiences. The novel is set
against the backdrop of the civil rights movement, and the characters'
experiences are influenced by the racial tensions of the time.

Style

Red at the Bone is written in a beautiful and lyrical style. Woodson's prose
is both poetic and powerful. She uses language to create vivid images and
to evoke the emotions of her characters. The novel is also structured in a
unique way. The story is told from the perspectives of multiple characters,
and the chapters are arranged in a non-linear fashion. This structure helps
to give the novel a sense of depth and complexity.

Themes

Red at the Bone is a powerful and moving novel that explores important
themes such as race, family, and identity. The novel is beautifully written
and the characters are complex and well-developed. Red at the Bone is a



must-read for anyone who wants to understand the complexities of race in
America.

About the Author

Jacqueline Woodson is an American author who has written over 20 books
for children and young adults. She has won numerous awards for her work,
including the National Book Award and the Newbery Medal. Woodson is
known for her honest and insightful writing about race, family, and identity.
Red at the Bone is her most recent novel.
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