The Philosophy of Steven Soderbergh: The
Philosophy of Popular Culture

Steven Soderbergh is one of the most acclaimed and successful
filmmakers working today. He has won an Academy Award, two Golden
Globes, and three Independent Spirit Awards. His films have been praised
for their intelligence, their craftsmanship, and their ability to connect with
audiences on a deeply emotional level.
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In this essay, | will argue that Soderbergh's work is informed by a
sophisticated and consistent philosophy of popular culture. | will explore
this philosophy by examining three of his most important films: "sex, lies,
and videotape" (1989),"Erin Brockovich" (2000),and "Magic Mike" (2012).

"sex, lies, and videotape"
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"sex, lies, and videotape" was Soderbergh's debut film. It tells the story of a
group of friends who are struggling to come to terms with their sexuality
and their relationships. The film was a critical and commercial success, and
it won the Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival.

In "sex, lies, and videotape," Soderbergh explores the ways in which
popular culture can shape our understanding of ourselves and our world.
The film's characters are constantly watching and discussing movies and
television shows, and these images and stories have a profound impact on
their lives. For example, the character of Graham Dalton (James Spader) is
a successful lawyer who is struggling to come to terms with his
homosexuality. He is drawn to the character of John Cage (Peter
Gallagher) in the film "The Breakfast Club" (1985),and he sees Cage as a
role model for how to live an authentic life.

Soderbergh's film also suggests that popular culture can be a source of
empowerment. The character of Ann Bishop (Laura San Giacomo) is a
single mother who is struggling to make ends meet. She finds solace in the
films of John Hughes, and she sees these films as a way to escape heri}l
SLRY4ESE. In one scene, Ann watches the film "Ferris Bueller's Day Off"
(1986) with her daughter, and she is inspired by Ferris's ability to live life on
his own terms.

"Erin Brockovich"

"Erin Brockovich" is a biographical drama film that tells the story of a single
mother who takes on a powerful corporation in a class-action lawsuit. The
film was a critical and commercial success, and it won Julia Roberts an
Academy Award for Best Actress.



In "Erin Brockovich," Soderbergh explores the ways in which popular
culture can be used to effect social change. The film's title character is a
working-class woman who is not taken seriously by the legal establishment.
However, she is able to use her knowledge of popular culture to connect
with the jury and win the case. For example, she uses the film "A Few
Good Men" (1992) to explain the concept of "duty to warn" to the jury.

Soderbergh's film also suggests that popular culture can be a source of
inspiration. The character of Erin Brockovich is based on a real-life woman
who fought for justice against all odds. Her story is a reminder that anyone
can make a difference in the world, no matter how small they may seem.

"Magic Mike"

"Magic Mike" is a comedy-drama film that tells the story of a male stripper
who is trying to find his place in life. The film was a critical and commercial
success, and it starred Channing Tatum, Alex Pettyfer, and Matthew
McConaughey.

In "Magic Mike," Soderbergh explores the ways in which popular culture
can be a source of both pleasure and pain. The film's characters are drawn
to the world of male stripping for a variety of reasons. Some of them are
looking for fame and fortune, while others are simply looking for a way to
make a living. However, the film also shows the dangers of this world. The
characters are often exploited by their employers, and they are often forced
to do things that they do not want to do.
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